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228  Abstracts

Can we have genuine emotion towards

a fictional object?

Byeong Deok Lee

Can we feel genuine pity for Anna Karenina? Can we have a genuine
fear of a fictional monster? Kendall Walton and Stacie Friend say mo'.
Walton claims that we cannot have genuine emotion towards a fictional
object because we can have genuine emotion only if we believe in the
existence of the object of our emotional attitude, and also because our
emotion towards a fictional object does not put pressure on our
behavior in such a way that our emotion towards a factual object does.
And Friend claims that one's emotion towards a fictional object cannot
be genuine because it depends on a reason that one does not believe,
but only imagine. In this paper I argue that their arguments are not
convincing enough to deny our ordinary intuition that we can have

genuine emotion towards a fictional object.

[Subject] Esthetics, Philosophy of language
[Key Words] Fictional objects, genuine emotion, quasi-emotion, Walton,

Friend
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